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THAILAND  PRODUCES  LARGE  RICE  CROP: 
EXPORT  SUPPLIES  INCREASE 


Thailand's  rice  crop  of  1956,  harvested  principally  in  December,  was  one 
of  the  largest,  and  possibly  the  largest,  on  record.    At  least  1,500^000 
metric  tons  are  expected  to  be  available  for  export  during  calendar  year  1957, 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    All  rice  for  export  this  year  will 
be  from  the  new  harvest,  since  stocks  from  previous  crops  were  virtually 
depleted  at  the  end  of  1956, 


THAILAND:  Rice  (in  terms  of  milled)  exports,  by  country 
of  destination,  January-September  1955,  with  comparisons 


Country  of 
destination 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1952 

:  1953 

:  195-4 

• 

;  1955 

:  January-. 

•  im 

September  1/ 
:  1956 

: 

1,000 

I  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

: 

metric 

;  metric 

:  metric 

'.  metric 

:  metric 

:  metric 

: 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

s  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

Malaya  and  Singapore 

• 
• 

384 

i  376 

:  394 

!  ao 

:  309 

5  305 

• 

176 

2U 

:  139 

!  173 

:  136 

:  150 

• 

20  ' 

I  20 

t        36  1 

!  42 

:  31 

:  40 

: 

? 

I  2 

»  2? 

:  7 

• 

583 

!  6A2 

'  483 

!  510 

• 

298 

! 

!      333  : 

371 

!      366  ! 

134 

50  I 

9A  ' 

!          0  : 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0 

• 

192  ! 

:         77  i 

66 

I        17  ' 

!  112 

Philippines   

: 

30  - 

2/ 

'.            17  ! 

57  ! 

57 

22 

India   

• 

177  5 

2 

:          3  : 

2 

!               2  ! 

3 

9  ' 

0 

:          0  : 

0  J 

0  J 

14 

« 

16  J 

0 

t       2/  : 

12  ! 

12  :  0 

• 

0  J 

3  ! 

1  : 

9  i 

0  : 

0 

• 

0  : 

0  ! 

11  : 

5  : 

5  : 

1 

• 

5  s 

4  ' 

6  : 

7  J 

5  s 

6 

Near  East 

• 

15  J 

11  : 

16  : 

7  : 

6  : 

14 

• 

29  ! 

35  : 

79  : 

40  : 

34  : 

40 

• 

6  : 

8  :         A3  : 

9  : 

8  : 

12 

Africa   

: 

16  J 

26  1 

20  : 

19  : 

17  : 

10 

f 

0  : 

7  : 

A  ' 

I  ' 

IQ 

Total   

• 

1,428  : 

1,359 

•    1,207  : 

1,243  : 

1,013  : 

888 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Les 

s  than  500  tons. 

Compiled  from  official  statistics  and  Embassy  reports. 
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BURMA  HAS  BUMPER  RICE  CROP 

Burma's  rice  crop  of  1956-57,  harvested  principally  in  December,  is 
the  largest  since  World  War  II.    Rough  rice  production  is  estimated  at 
7,000,000  metric  tons,  an  increase  of  600,000  tons  over  the  year  before. 
Weather  in  most  areas  was  favorable  for  the  growing  and  harvesting  of  rice. 
Though  floods  caused  some  damage  in  Upper  Burma,  the  total  acreage  destroyed 
was  low,  and  run-off  water  from  the  floods  resulted  in  the  production  of  a 
bumper  crop    in  large,  irrigated  areas. 

The  surplus  available  for  export  in  calendar  year  1957  is  estimated  at 
aro\ind  2  million  metric  tons  in  terms  of  milled  rice.    This  approximates 
the  postwar  record  exports  of  1956.    The  bulk  of  the  1957  availabilities, 
however,  will  be  from  the  current  crop,  whereas  1956  exports  were  from  the 

1955-  56  harvest  plus  heavy  carry-over  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  outlook  for  Burmese  rice  exports  in  1957  is  better  than  for  several 
years.    Old-crop  and  poor-quality  stocks  have  been  disposed  of,  even  though 
often  at  greatly  reduced  prices.    The  demand  for  Burmese  rice  with  payment 
in  cash  is  reported  to  be  good  and  is  expected  to  continue  at  a  rate  that 
may  result  in  substantial  reductions  in  barter  exports.    The  rate  at  which 
rice  is  exported  will  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the  availability  of  ships. 
However,  since  much  of  the  rice  goes  to  India,  Ceylon,  Malaya,  and  Indonesia, 
the  amount  shipped  out  will  depend  on  "turn-around"  time  for  the  available 
ships , 

The  Government  plans  to  procure  around  2  million  tons  of  rice  from  the 

1956-  57  crop.    The  basic  price  to  farmers  for  paddy  at  SAMB  purchase  centers 
is  unchanged.    This  year,  however,  the  Government  is  offering  a  premium 

of  11  cents  per  100  pounds  for  first-quality  rice,  and  7  cents  per  100  pounds 
for  second-quality  rice.    The  base  prices  of  these  two  types  are  as  follows: 
Ngasein,  at  port  -  $1.37  per  100  pounds,  and    upcountry  -  $1.30  per  100  pounds; 
for  Meedone,  at  port  -  and  upcountry  -  $1.37  per  100  pounds. 

Official  government-to-government  export  prices  for  1957  have  not  yet 
been  announced.    Prices  may  be  slightly  higher,  except  for  rice  exported 
under  long-term  contracts.    The  large  exports  to  be  shipped  to  India  and 
Ceylon  iinder  existing  contracts  -  500,000  and  200,000  tons.,  respectively  - 
will  be  purchased  at  the  basic  price  of  £33  per  long  ton  (K.12  per  100 
pounds)  for  Small  Mills  Special  quality,  ^  percent  broken. 

The  heavy  "private  sale"  purchases  of  certain  specialized  qualities  in 
1956  by  the  Middle  East  countries  has  increased  the  price  of  these  qualities 
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as  follows:    Sughandi  S.M.S.  f50.7.6.  per  long  ton,  f.o.b.  (16.31  per  100 
pounds);  long-boiled  rice  f60  per  ton,  f.o.b,,  ($7.50  per  100  pounds);  and 
Zeera  boiled  rice,f64..6.6  per  ton,  f.o.b,  ($8.05  per  100  pounds). 

Rice  exports  in  1956  amounted  to  2,027,000  metric  tons,  19  percent 
above  1,698,000  tons  in  1955,  according  to  preliminary  data.  Principal 
countries  of  destination  from  January  through  November,  the  latest  period 
for  which  data  are  available  by  country  of  destination,  were  Indonesia, 
Japan,  India,  Ceylon,  and  Malaya-Singapore,    Exports  to  Indonesia,  Ceylon 
and  the  Middle  East  were  sharply  above  those  of  the  preceding  year,  while 
those  to  Japan  showed  a  moderate  increase.    Exports  to  India  were  8  percent 
.less,  and  shipments  to  Malaya-Singapore  decreased  only  slightly.  Exports 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  and  Satellites  were  well  below  those  during  the  like  period 
of  1955. 


BURMA:    Rice  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 
January-November  1956,  with  comparisons 


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1936-AO 


«   •   •   •    •  9  9 


«   «    9    «  9    •  • 


Malaya -Singapore 
Hong  Kong  . . , . 
United  Kingdom 

Ceylon   

India 
Indonesia 
Japan 

U.S.S.R.  and 

Satellites  , . 
Western  Germany 
Netherlands 
Belgiujn-LiDcembourg 
Yugoslavia 
Other  Europe 
Mauritius  . . , 
Ryukyu  Island 
Philippines 
Macao 
Africa  and 

Middle  East  . 
Pakistan 
Other  countries 
Total 


1,000 
metric 
tons 


230 

2/ 
58 
366 
1,602 
71 
106 


.'1/ 


«  e  c  e      •  a 


«  «  9  9  • 


#  «  d  «  «  • 


u 

225 
28 

2/ 
2/ 

2/ 

0 

26A 


2,950 


1953 


1,000 
metric 
tons 

109 
29 
8 

152 
152 
200 
195 

0 
0 
0 

10 
0 
0 

^5 
0 
0 
2/ 

55 
0 

15 


195^    [1955  1/ 


1,000 
metric 
tons 

13 
2 
6 

178 
638 
U2 
31^ 

0 
3 
27 
7 
0 
I, 
33 
40 
0 
5 

49  J 

0 
0 


1,000 
metric 
tons 

244 
37 
79 
212 
276 
108 
243 

250 
24 
19 
14 
13 

1 
29 
31 
12 

7  : 


970 


31 
0 

68 


January-November  1/ 


1955 


1,000 
metric 
tons 

204 
37 
51 

113 

272 
56 
242 

210 
19 
19 
12 
11 
1 
28 
31 
12 
5 

25 
0 

156 


1956 


1,461  :    1,698  :  1,504 


1,000 
metric 
tons 

202 
38 
50 
217 
251 
295 
267 

68 
35 
13 
14 
36 
2 
25 
30 
0 
0 

88 
128 
6/  62 


1,821 


1/  Preliminary,    2/  If  any,  included  in  "o 
Korea  and  Taiwan,    y  If  any,  included  in 
China,    y  To  Vietminh. 


ther  countries", 
"other  Europe", 


1/  To  Japan, 
^  Mostly  to 


Compiled  from  Embassy  reports  and  official  statistics. 
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Carry-over  stocks  of  milled  rice  on  January  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at 
between  500,000  and  600,000  metric  tons.    This  was  the  first  time  in  several 
years  that  the  carry-over  was  down  almost  to  a  minimum  working  level  of 
300,000  to  400,000  tons. 

BURMA:    Milled  rice  supply  and  distribution 
calendar  years  1955  through  1957 


Item  ;        1955  ;        1956  ;  1957 

;     1,000  ;     1,000  ;  1,000 

\  metric  tons  \  metric  tons  \  metric  tons 

•  •  • 

Supply  :  :  : 

Carry-over  stocks  January  1  . . . . :  900  :  900  :  550 


Production   ;  U.lSO  :  4.300  ;  i^,150 

Total   :  5,380  :  5,200  :  5,300 

:  !  ; 

Distribution                                    :  :  : 

Consumption  :  2,320  :  2,360  :  2,4.00 

Exports   :  1,710  :  2,000  :  2,000 

Seed,  other  uses  and  losses  450  ;  340  :  350 

Year  end  stocks   :  QQO  t  500  ;  550 

Total  ;  5,380  ;  5.200  ;  5.300 


Compiled  from  Embassy  reports. 

The  Burmese  Government  believes,  because  of  the  declining  export  prices 
of  rice  in  recent  years,  that  it  must  increase  rice  exports  for  additional 
foreign  exchange  to  meet  the  country's  budget.    Therefore,  in  Jiine  1956,  the 
Rice  Production  Expansion  Committee  was  established.    This  Committee  is 
composed  of  12  members  from  important  branches  of  the  Government,  including 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  (Chairman),  Chief  Executive  Officer 
of  Land  and  Rural  Development  Corporation  ( Secretary) ,  and  Director  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Briefly,  the  objective  of  the  Committee  is  to  determine  ways  and  means 
of  rapidly  increasing  rice  production  in  Burma  to  a  volume  that  will  provide 
by  1959-60  around  3  million  tons  of  milled  rice  for  export.    The  Committee 
therefore  has  evolved  a  program  for  a  substantial  increase  in  rice  acreage. 
It  recommends  an  increase  of  1,200,000  acres  by  1959-60,  on  which  they  expect 
around  1,300,000  metric  tons  of  rice  will  be  produced. 

The  Committee,  in  planning  its  program,  was  to  utilize  all  possible 
means  of  increasing  rice  production.    The  following  methods  were  to  be 
employed:     improved  farming  practices;  increased  use  of  pure,  improved 
varieties;  increased  use  of  fertilizers,  manures,  composts,  and  cover  crops; 
control  of  insects  and  plant  diseases;  flood  control;  establishment  of 
nurseries  to  supply  seedlings  for  replanting  of  rice  in  paddies  damaged  by 
floods  or  other  disasters;  repairing  and  building  dams,  irrigation  and 
drainage  canals;  clearing  of  land;  repairing  bunds;  supplying  draft  power; 
credit;  improvement  in  security  conditions;  assistance  in  marketing;  finding 
agricultural  labor,  and  others. 


-  4  - 


Two  important  factors  could  affect  such  an  increase  in  acreage:  (l) 
Price  Incentives.    At  present  the  basic  price  of  paddy  is  fixed  at  $1.30 
per  100  pounds  (for  Ngasein,  upcountry) .    If  the  price  to  farmers  were  in- 
creased, there  might  automatically  follow  an  expansion  in  rice  acreage. 
There  is  not  at  present  such  an  incentive  to  increase  acreage;  (2)  Lack  of 
security  from  insurgents.    The  Committee  has  reported  that  almost  750,000 
acres  of  paddy  land  have  been  abandoned  because  of  insurgents.  Priority 
given  to  freeing  the  land  from  such  insurgency  would  probably  result  in  the 
cultivation  of  this  rice  area  within  a  short  time. 
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WORLD  RICE  PRODUCTION  AT  NEW  RECORD  LEVEL 


World  production  of  rough  rice  in  1956-57  (August-July)  is  estimated 
at  438,000  million  pounds,  a  new  world  record,  according  to  the  second  esti- 
mate of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    The  previous  record  occurred  in 
1955-56  when  424,700  million  pounds  were  produced.    The  current  estimate 
of  the  1956-57  crop  is  about  6,000  million  pounds  above  the  first  estimate, 
released  in  November  1956,  principally  due  to  increases  in  the  crop  esti- 
mates of  Asia. 

World  rice  acreage  at  269  million  acres  is  also  at  a  new  record  level 
and  exceeds  the  preceding  ye€u:'s  record  by  6  million  acres,  and  the  5-year, 
I95O-5I/54.-55,  average  period  by  13  million  acres. 

The  marked  increase  in  rice  production  in  1956-57  is  due  chiefly  to 
both  a  larger  acreage  and  favorable  weather  in  the  principal  producing 
countries  of  Asia,    Output  in  Africa  is  also  well  above  that  of  the  year 
before.    Production  in  North  America  and  Europe  is  down  by  a  small  amount, 
while  that  in  South  America  and  Oceania  is  estimated  to  be  slightly  higher, 

Asia's  bumper  rice  crop  this  season  is  forecast  at  ilD6,700  million 
pounds  of  rough  rice.    This  is  an  increase  of  3  percent  over  the  year  before, 
and  12  percent  more  than  in  the  5-year,  1950-51/54-55,  average  period, 

Asia's  new  record  rice  acreaige  of  1956-57  of  250  million  acres  is  about 
5  million  larger  than  in  the  preceding  year  and  12  million  more  than  in  the 
1950-51/54-55  period.    Nearly  4-0  million  more  acres  of  Asia's  land  is  in 
rice  this  year  than  d\iring  the  prewar  average  period  (1935-36/39-4-0), 

Good  crops  were  harvested  in  China,  India,  PaJcist€ui,  Japan,  Thailand, 
and  Burma,  five  leading  producers  of  rice.    Generally  favorable  weather 
resulted  in  increased  plantings  and  in  above-average  yields  per  acre  in  all 
of  these  countries, 

China  again  increased  rice  acreage  in  1956,    On  the  whole,  groidng 
conditions  were  reported  above  average,  though  unfavorable  in  some  areas. 
Only  a  moderate  increase  in  yields  per  acre  would  resTolt  in  the  production 
of  a  record  rice  crop,  since  rice  acreage  has  been  increased  substantially 
in  recent  years,  and  yields  in  postwar  years  have  been  lower  than  the 
average  prior  to  World  War  II. 
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Floods  in  India  in  1956-57  were  not  so  severe  as  in  the  year  before, 
and  a  large  rice  acreage  matured  for  harvest.    Growing  conditions  have  been 
so  favorable  that  one  of  India's  largest  rice  crop  is  estimated,  Pakistan's 
record  crop  this  season  is  21  percent  above  the  reduced  output  of  1955-56. 
A  record  rice  acreage  was  planted,  and  yields  per  acre  were  the  largest  in 
recent  years. 

Japan  in  1956  had  another  bumper  rice  crop.    Acreage  was  increased 
slightly,  and  good  weather  permitted  the  production  of  a  near-record  crop, 
exceeded  only  by  the  phenomenal  yields  of  the  preceding  year, 

Thailand  and  Bimna,  the  two  principal  rice-exporting  countries  of 
Asia,  also  produced  large  crops.    The  combined  production  of  these  countries 
in  1956-57  is  estimated  at  33,7CX)  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  or  3,000 
million  pounds  more  than  in  the  year  before.    Favorable  weather  resTilted  in 
large  areas  being  put  into  rice  and  in  very  good  crops  being  harvested. 

Rice  production  increased  also  in  South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia.  In 
contrast  with  the  reduced  acreage  and  poor  crops  caused  by  drought  in  the 
preceding  year,  increased  areas  were  planted  in  rice  in  both  countries. 
In  Cambodia,  rice  production  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  on  record. 

In  South  Vietnam,  some  areas  were  restored  to  rice  under  Government 
programs  that  had  not  been  planted  since  World  War  II  and  this  further 
increased  rice  acreage.    Over-all  yields  for  the  country  were  reported  as 
the  best  in  several  years,  and  the  largest  crop  in  postwar  years  was 
produced. 

Rice  production  in  western  South  Vietnam,  the  principal  surplus-pro- 
ducing region  of  Indochina,  suffered  a  sharp  decline  during  World  War  II. 
Although  the  land  planted  to  rice  in  South  Vietnam  in  1956-57  is  the  largest 
in  postwar  years,  it  is  still  only  aroTind  85  percent  of  prewar  (1935-36/39-40). 
The  Government  plans  further  restoration  of  this  region  to  rice  production. 
All  additional  rice  produced  in  this  area  will  be  available  for  export. 

A  new  record  rice  crop  in  the  Philippine  Republic  was  the  result  of 
the  highest  yields  per  acre  from  a  record  acreage  harvested.    Efforts  to 
expand  rice  cultivation  in  Malaya,  together  with  favorable  crop  conditions, 
resulted  in  a  record  rice  acreage,  and  the  largest  crop  in  history  is  ex- 
pected to  be  harvested. 

The  rice  harvest  of  Indonesia  during  1957  (largest  amount  in  May-July) 
is  forecast  at  about  the  same  level  as  the  good  crop  of  1956,    In  Ceylon, 
rice  production  is  the  lowest  in  several  years  because  of  drought. 

The  fall  crop  (November  1956)  of  Taiwan  was  above  average  in  quantity. 
It  is  too  early  in  the  season  to  have  an  appraisal  of  the  spring  harvest 
( July  1957) ,  though  it  is  known  the  production  target  was  for  an  increase 
over  last  year. 

Rice  acreage  reductions  in  Italy  and  Greece  caused  a  decline  of  8  per- 
cent in  Europe's  area  devoted  to  rice.    However,  yields  per  acre  throughout 
the  area  were  of  record  amounts.    Total  production  was  only  5  percent  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year. 


Italy  reduced  rice  acreage  in  1956  for  the  second  year  in  succession. 
Acreage  was  16  percent  below  that  of  1955  and  20  percent  less  than  the  peak 
acreage  of  1954-.    Very  high  yields  per  acre  were  harvested,    Greece  reduced 
acreage  36  percent,  and  production  was  the  smallest  in  several  years.  These 
reductions  in  rice  acreage,  however,  were  peurtly  offset  by  increases  in 
Spain  and  France.    Spain's  rice  acreage  was  nearly  up  to  the  record  level 
of  2  years  earlier,  and  a  record  crop  was  produced.    France  increased  acreagt 
above  the  previous  highest  level,  and  a  record  rice  crop  was  harvested  also 
in  that  country. 

Rice  production  in  North  America  is  down  9  percent  from  the  preceding 
year,  and  17  percent  from  the  peak  level  of  1954.    A  substantial  cut  in  the 
acreage  of  the  United  States  under  acreage  allotments,  however,  was  partly 
offset  by  increases  in  Cuba  and  Mexico, 

The  rice  crop  of  the  United  States  was  15  percent  less  than  in  the 
year  before,  and  26  percent  below  the  peaJc  production  of  1954.    Record  crops 
are  expected  in  Cuba  and  Mexico, 

Output  in  the  Central  American  countries  was  about  10  percent  above 
the  preceding  year,  even  though  acreage  in  rice  was  slightly  smaller. 
This  was  because  yields  generally  were  better  than  the  poor  outturn  of  the 
year  before. 

Tentative  estimates  of  South  American  rice  crops  indicate  an  increase 
in  the  acreage  and  production  of  Brazil  and  Colombia.    Acreage  in  other 
countries  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  except  for  a  decline  in  Venezuela. 

Africa's  acreage  was  increased  chiefly  as  a  result  of  a  marked  gain 
in  the  rice  acreage  of  Egypt,  where  a  new  record  crop  was  harvested. 
Australia's  acreage  in  rice  in  the  usual  producing  areas  was  limited  by 
short  water  supplies.    Plantings  in  new  areas,  however,  raised  the  total 
acreage  to  23  percent  above  that  of  2  years  earlier,  when  a  record  rice 
crop  was  produced.    Since  yields  per  acre  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  below 
average,  production  may  not  be  as  great  as  in  1954-55. 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

U^*lT60  i&TATtS  CefS^Aft-TM^Nt  Of  A6Jil=C-U Lt Ul?e 
fdRtIGN    AGRlCUi-ttJRAU  Stl=»V|C£ 
WASHINGTON.  O.  C 


FR 


JAPANESE  RICE  IMPORT  REQUIREJffiNTS 

Successive  large  crops  of  rice  in  1955  and  1956  have  caused 
Japanese  imports  to  decline  considerably.    There  is  little  reason  to 
believe  that  rice  imports  will  increase  during  the  coming  year.  Instead, 
because  of  high  carry-over  supplies,  particularly  of  imported  rice,  the 
Japanese  Food  Agency  is  advocating  further  decreases  in  rice  imports. 
MITI  (Ministry  of  International  Trade  eind  Industry) ,  however,  is  urging 
the  import  of  considerable  amounts  of  rice  as  a  means  to  expanding  the 
country's  export  sales  of  Japemese  merchandise. 


JAPAN:    Purchase  plan  for  foreign  milled  rice,  by  type,  for  Japanese 

fiscal  year  1957  i/ 


Type  ; 

\       Quantity  \ 

'                     C&F  price 

!    Dollars  per  ! 

1      Dollars  per 

1     l^etric  tons  : 

'    PS^JTi?  top,  ' 

!      100  pounds 

Short-grain  ! 

!          70,500  ! 

\          159  J 

!  7.21 

Long-grain  i 

!         311,700  J 

U5  ! 

!  6.58 

Broken  i 

\           25,000  ! 

!               103  ! 

!  4.67 

Total  ! 

!          W,200  ! 

i/  April  1,  1957,  through  March  31,  1958. 


Source:    Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

The  record  production  of  rice  in  Japan  in  1955  caused  foreign 
purchases  to  decrease  sharply  after  March  1956.    Actual  foreign  purchases 
during  the  Japanese  fiscal  year  1956  (April  1956-^fcLrch  1957)  were  about 
484., 000  metric  tons,  which  was  a  64.-percent  decrease  from  the  purchases 
of  1,328,000  tons  of  rice  during  the  previous  fiscal  yeeu*. 
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JAPANj    Purchases  of  foreign  milled  rice,  Japanese  fiscal  years 
1955  and  1956  l/,  (1,000  metric  tons) 


Type 


Fiscal  year  1955 


Fiscal  year  1956 


Second 
half 


Total 


First 
half 


Second 
half 


Total 


Short-grain 

s  • 

i     403  ; 

■ 

248  ! 

»  « 

!       651  : 

30 

:2/ 

100 

:2/ 

130 

Long-gradn 

:      337  t 

130  s 

!       467  t 

91 

^2/ 

230 

52/ 

321 

Broken 

35  : 

175  J 

210  t 

13 

•2/ 

20 

•2/ 

33 

Total 

s      775  I 

553  : 

1,328  I 

134 

12/ 

350 

:2/ 

484 

1/  Japanese  fiscal  year  begins  on  April  1  of  the  year  designated, 
2/  Preliminary. 

Source:    Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

The  production  of  rice  in  Japan  during  1956  was  10,464,000  metric 
tons  (brovm  rice  basis)  and  was  the  third  highest  output  on  record  following 
the  production  of  11,855,000  metric  tons  in  1955  and  10,624,000  metric  tons 
in  1939. 


JAPAN:    Harvested  area,  yield  and  production  of  rice, 
1952-56 


Year  , 

Acreage 
•  harvested 

i       Yield  per 

acre  > 

'  Production 

•  • 

I      Brown  * 

«  • 

Rough 

1      Brown       *  Rough 

!  1,000 
!  acres 

•  • 

e  * 

:  Kilograms  : 

Pounds  ! 

I      1,000       i  Million 
5  metric  tons:  pounds 

1952 

1953  ' 

1954  ! 

1955  1 

1956  ! 

!  7,422 
E  7,368 
.  7,507 
!  7,608 
!  7,650 

e  e 

i     1,337  I 
i      1,118  : 
:      1,214  : 
:     1,558  : 
1,368  : 

»  • 

3,663  i 
3,066  i 
3,326  ! 
4,273  i 
3,748  1 

!       9,923      :  27,188.5 
!       8,239      i  22,590.2 
!       9,113      i  24,970.6 
i     11,855     :  32,505.4 
!     10,464     *.  28,670,5 

So\irce:    Statistics  and  Survey  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry. 

Rice  marketing  year  (November-October) 

Under  the  Government  program  of  supply  and  distribution  for  the 
rice-marketing  year,  November  1955-October  1956,  carry-over  stocks  of 
milled  rice  held  by  the  Government  rose  from  2,351,000  metric  tons  to 
2,835,000  tons.    As  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  Government  col- 
lections of  indigenous  rice  fell  from  4,311,000  metric  tons  to  4,070,000 
tons.    Total  domestic  consumption  of  rice  collected  emd  imported  by  the 
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Government  rose  from  4.,327,5CX)  metric  tons  in  the  1954.-55  marketing  year  to 
^,50^,000  tons  in  1955-56. 

Per  capita  consumption  rose  from  254-  to  301  pounds,  bringing  it  to  its 
highest  level  since  World  War  II,  and  only  57  pounds  below  the  prewar  average 
of  358  pounds.    Present  per  capita  wheat  consumption  in  Japan  is  92  pounds 
annually,  which  is  approximately  4-0  pounds  higher  than  the  prewar  average 
of  52  pounds.    Following  the  good  rice  crops  of  1955  and  1956,  per  capita 
consumption  of  wheat  declined  to  some  extent. 

JAPAN;    Supply  and  distribution  of  Government  rice, 
November  1955-October  1956  (1,000  metric  tons  in  milled  rice  equivalent) 


• 

Item                  ; Indigenous. 

rice 

• 
• 

t                       Imported  rice 

!  Short 
!  grain  ' 

!  Long 
t  grain 

'  Broken 

!  Sub- 
:  total 

;  Total 

• 
• 

Stocks,  beginning  (No-  : 

2,074  i 

•      119  ! 

.    119  ' 

i       39  ! 

!  277 

!  2,351 

Government's  collection  : 

of  indigenous  rice  . . . : 

4,070  : 

:  4,070 

409  ! 

.    496  ! 

13  . 

!     918  ; 

918 

6.1M  ' 

528  ! 

!      615  ! 

;       52  ; 

;  1.195  ; 

!  7.339 

Government's  sales  for  : 

3,633  i 

!      212  ■! 

.    299  ! 

!            0  ' 

!      511  i 

!  4,LU 

Government's  sale^  for  : 

184  ! 

!          10  ! 

!      13  ! 

52  : 

75  . 

!  259 

93  ! 

!            3  ! 

3  ! 

!          2  • 

:         8  : 

!  101 

Stocks,  ending  (No-  : 

2,234  i 

'.      303  ! 

!    297  ! 

!            1  ! 

1      601  : 

i  2.835 

I      528  ; 

!    612  ' 

!          55  ! 

!  1,195  : 

!  7,339 

Source:    Based  on  data  released  by  the  Food  Agency,  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
emd  Forestry. 

The  total  imports  of  918,000  metric  tons  of  rice  during  the  November 
1955-October  1956  period  were  15  percent  below  the  level  of  the  preceding 
marketing  year.    All  types  of  rice  were  imported  in  lesser  quantities. 

JAPAN:  Rice  imports,  by  type,  November  1954-October  1955  and 
November  1955-October  1956  (1,000  metric  tons  of  milled  rice) 


Type 

''      November  1954 

i       November  1955 

!  to 

!  to 

'     October  1955 

!       October  1956 

Short-grain  i 

!             493  s 

i  409 

Long-grain  s 

!             562  J 

^96 

Broken  j 

37  ! 

1  13 

Total  J 

1,087  ! 

!  918 

Source:    Based  on  information  released  by  the  Food  Importers  Association. 
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Calendar  year 

From  January  through  November  1956,  the  latest  period  for  which  data  are 
available  by  country  of  origin,  actual  imports  of  rice  totaled  733,000  metric 
tons  as  compared  with  1,170,000  metric  tons  for  the  same  period  of  1955. 
Japanese  Imports  of  rice  from  the  United  States  fell  from  217,000  tons  during 
January-November  of  1955  to  only  20,000  tons  in  the  same  period  of  1956. 
Imports  from  Thailand  and  Taiwan  also  suffered  heavily  at  the  expense  of  the 
lairge  reductions  in  total  Japanese  imports. 


JAPAN:    Rice  imports  in  terms  of  milled,  by  country  of  origin, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1953-55,  and  January-November,  1955  and  1956 


Country  of  origin 

• 

\  Average 

i  1953 

» 

!  January-November 

J 193 5-39  1/ 

!      19  5^. 

I  1955 

1  1955 

;  1956 

I  Metric 

i  Metric 

5  Metric 

s  Metric 

:  Metric 

i  Metric 

:  tons 

t      tons  ! 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

I  tons 

unixeu  oxaxes  . . , , 

• 

o  / 

!  LlJfOI^' 

!    345, 71o' 

;  242,918 

:  217,476 

i  20,174 

W  ^  4  n  A  M  #3 

:  30,845 

4^3,893 

,       0  r]r\  /I/O 
!  379,040 

:  340,850 

!  340,850 

:  130,068 

%  907 

%  ±99,739' 

5  326,914 

!    235,934:  235,934 

:  261,652 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

:       693 , 550 

:  54,031 

:  43,357! 

!  182,814 

I    167, 6441 

:  70,230 

•  n 
.                 u  < 

>        0*7  ifsKi 
I        <.(  ,407: 

I      0  / ,  ^  ?o 

;  65,794 

!  57,044 

001 

Egypt  ..........a. 

:  0 

!  0< 

!  0 

!  10,258 

:  10,258: 

:  35,221 

:  0! 

!  38,143! 

!  48,635 

!  28,626; 

19,246 

:  57,383 

S  0! 

!  OJ 

0! 

6,475 

:  5,866: 

0 

Communist  China  . . 

•  * 

•  ~  1 

!  0! 

!  75,213! 

!  132,709 

i  115,609! 

.  110,701 

:  0! 

!  2,221! 

!  9,612! 

!  Ol 

!  0: 

15,513 

:  0! 

I  0! 

28,309: 

0 

I  0: 

0 

:  0! 

!  54,361! 

!  23,535! 

!  0 

!  0: 

0 

:  0! 

!  37,918! 

1  46,2311 

!  Ol 

!  0: 

0 

J  0! 

!  9,591! 

.  21,5061 

1  Ol 

!  0: 

0 

Venezuela  ........ 

:  0: 

0! 

9,787: 

0: 

;  0: 

0 

:  0! 

2,983: 

Oi 

!  0: 

0: 

0 

J  0; 

3,708! 

!  2,748: 

1  0: 

0: 

0 

:  0! 

1  9,^67! 

0: 

1  0: 

Os 

0 

:  Os 

5,187: 

0: 

0! 

0! 

0 

:  0: 

22,184: 

;  0: 

0: 

0: 

0 

Other  countries  , . 

: 2/1, 200, 217! 

10,525: 

3,714: 

61 

6: 

415 

i  1,925,519! 

1,079,088: 

1,432,283: 

1,246,384: 

1,169,933: 

733,358 

1/  Largely  brown  rice.    2/  Originating  almost  entirely  in  Korea. 


Rice  imports  from  Burma  in  the  January-November  period  were  maint«dned 
at  their  high  level  and  actually  increased  somewhat  during  1956,  allowing  that 
country  to  become  the  largest  single  sotirce  of  rice  for  Japan,  a  position 
held  for  some  ye«u?s  by  Thailand.    Lnports  from  Conmtunist  China  also  were 
maintained  at  almost  the  same  high  rate  of  imports  in  the  preceding  year.  Japan 
also  increased  rice  trade  with  Uruguay,  Spain,  and  Egypt.    One  apparent  reason 
why  several  of  the  exporting  countries  have  been  able  to  increase  their  sales  of 
rice  to  Japan  is  that  considerable  govemment€0-  caution  is  being  exercised  to 
insure  the  continued  growth  of  certain  markets  for  Japanese  export  goods. 
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Monthly  arrivals  of  rice  imports  were  up  during  January  and  February  of 
1956,  but  since  that  time  have  been  running  well  below  levels  of  the  year  before, 

JAPAN:    Rice  import  arrivals,  by  month,  1955-1956 


Month 

:  1955  : 

:     1956  ; 

**    Month  ; 

;    1955  ' 

:  1956 

January  ! 
February  : 
March  ! 
April  1 
May  J 
June  ! 
Subtotal 

.Metric  tons: 

Metric  tons: 

:  July  : 
:  August  : 
:  September  i 
:  October 
:  November  ! 
:  December 

iMetric  tons' 

; Metric  tons 

\       2^,058  ' 

32,567  ! 

i     135,594  ! 
!     15A,m  : 
!     161,727  • 
.     158,528  ! 

56,379  i 
65,294  : 
!      123,701  : 
!     105,349  : 
!     113,003  : 
!       90.427  : 

161,206  J 
77,782  ! 
1       42,762  • 

!        92,694  i 
:      130,832  ! 
•  7A,4?1 

33,210 
31,099 

!  21,423 

!  57,007 
36,466 

!      666,657  ! 

.      554,153  : 

:       Total  ! 

!  1,246,384  ' 

2/  Not  available. 


Despite  the  smaller  volme  of  imports,  the  Government-held  supply  of 
imported  rice  rose  from  361,000  metric  tons  on  January  1,  1956,  to  601,000 
metric  tons  by  July  1,  1956.    This  amount,  which  includes  a  20-month  supply 
of  long-grain  rice  and  a  30Hnonth  supply  of  short-grain  rice,  has  shown  little 
change  since  that  date.    The  Food  Agency  believes  that  a  4-Bionth  supply  is 
sufficient  for  reserve  purposes  and  yet  will  allow  the  most  efficient  handling 
of  imported  rice. 


As  a  whole,  Japanese  purchase  prices  of  foreign  milled  rice  in  1956  were 
somewhat  below  those  of  a  year  ago.    A  direct  compeurison  cannot  be  made,  how- 
ever, because  of  a  relatively  small  number  of  transactions  and  because  of 
differences  in  quality  and  time  of  purchase. 

JAPAN:    Purehase  prices  of  foreign  milled  rice,  by  source,  May-December  1956 


Month 


Source 


Type 


Price  (C&F  Japan) 


:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Metric 

!  per 

:  ton 

5  Cwt, 

:  131.59 

i  5.97 

:    139.14  - 

5  6,31 

:  124.80 

:  5.66 

:  149.30 

!  6.77 

!  121,94 

!  5.53 

:    148.94  ! 

!  6.76 

!     96.94  ! 

!  4.40 

I    153.20  1 

6.95 

May  . 

June 
July 


Burma   

Thailand   

Communist  China 


Thailand 


August-September  :No  purchase 

October  :  Taiwan  

November-December: No  purchase 


Long  grain,  15%  broken  . 
Long  .grain,  11%  broken  , 
Long  grain,  255^  broken  . 
Short  grain,  15%  broken 
Glutenous,  long  grain, 

25%  broken   

Long  grain,  H%  broken  . 
Broken  rice   


Short  grain,  15%  broken 


Source:    Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry, 
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Planted  acreage  of  Japanese  rice  is  not  expected  to  change  appreciably 
within  the  next  few  years.    Yields  in  the  last  2  years  have  been  •unusually 
high.    New  technological  advances  may  result  in  a  higher  average  jrield  per 
acre  than  prior  to  1955,  even  under  less  favorable  weather  conditions. 

As  was  mentioned  earlier j  the  outlook  for  Japanese  rice  imports  is  quite 
difficult  to  evaluate.    Several  foreign  countries  and  the  Ministry  of  Inter- 
national Trade  and  Industry  are  proposing  that  the  Food  Agency  consider  certain 
proposals,  some  of  which  follow: 

(1)  Short-grain  rice  proposals: 

Spain  -  imports  of  20,000  metric  tons  in  order  to  export 
rolling  stock  and  construction  materials. 

Comnrumist  China  -  imports  of  30,000  metric  tons  in  exchange 
for  exports  of  commercisd  fertilizer. 

Taiwan  -  imports  of  50,000  tons  from  Taiwan. 

(2)  Long-^rain  rice  proposals: 

Thailand  -    Thailand  desires  to  export  about  300,000  tons 
of  rice  anniially  to  Japsm.    The  Japanese  intend  to  buy  only 
100,000  tons  of  round  rice,  including  20,000  tons  of 
glutenous  rice. 

South  Vietnam  -  Japcm  plans  to  buy  10,000  tons  of  rice  from 
South  Vietnam  if  quality  and  prices  similar  to  those  available 
from  Thailand  are  guaranteed. 

Burasa  -  a  certain  amount  of  rice  must  be  regularly  imported 
from  Burma  in  order  to  continue  trade  with  sterling  areas. 

(3)  Broken  rice  proposals: 

As  world  stocks  of  broken  rice  are  replenished,  Japan  intends 
to  import  quantities  of  this  type. 

The  Japanese  Food  Agency  b^s  thus  far  refused  to  accept  these  proposals. 
Private  sources  have  reported  that  the  Food  Agency  will  try  to  avoid  any 
further  imports  of  rice  until  after  October  1,  1957. 
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RICE  I>IPORTS  INCREASE  IN  'fflEFEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OP  GERMANY 

Rice  imports  into  the  Republic  of  Germany  amounted  to  117,000  metric 
tons  in  1956,  an  increase  of  8  percent  over  1955  and  4-7  percent  more  than 
in  1954-.-  More  than  three-fourths  of  1956  imports  were  in  the  form  of 
brown  rice.    Increased  imports  from  the  United  States  were  entirely  of 
broken  rice. 


GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF:    Rice  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  1934.'-38,  and  1951-55,  annual  1954.-56 


Average 


Country  of  origin 

•  193A-38 

• 

'  1951-55  ' 

:    1954  : 

!  1955 

:  1956  1/ 

• 

:  i^3,i^05 

:  52,750! 

.  16,213! 

37,949 

6,963 

:  1,775! 

33,030. 

:  18,796 

5,232 

:  990! 

24,902! 

13,099 

2,232; 

0: 

:       2/  . 

2/ 

i  2,095 

:  5,376 

:  3,719' 

:  10,457 

:  51 

:  0! 

.       2/  ' 

■  2/ 

:  6,110' 

.  5,472 

:  6,706: 

7,378 

:  2a 

!  49 

!  471 

:  539 

:  3,710 

E  5,489: 

:  9,282' 

.  8,888 

!  2,170' 

:  0 

:       2/  • 

.  2/ 

2/ 

:  4,187 

:  4,304. 

:  5,404: 

:  6,022 

..:  2/ 

:  3,255 

:  263 

:       2/  ! 

:  2/ 

2/ 

:  669 

:  1,898 

:        2/  ' 

•  2/ 

..:  2/ 

:  1,181 

:  87 

:  5,816: 

.  4,986 

:  164. 

:  165 

:  318: 

:  93 

:  503. 

!  89 

:  2,422 

:  8,590 

:  3,402 

1,078 

:  401 

:  343 

:  85,573 

:  79,785 

:  108,684 

.  117,140 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  If  €iny,  included  in  "other  countries." 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Italy  regained  its  position  as  the  principal  source  for  rice  imports 
into  Western  Germany  during  1956,  supplying  around  38,000  metric  tons,  or 
one-third  of  the  total.    In  1957,  however,  it  appears  that  Egypt  will  be 


the  leading  supplier,  since  contracts  for  30,000  metric  tons  from  that 
country  have  already  been  completed  and  options  have  been  obtained  for 
another  20,000  tons.    Imports  from  Italy  may  decline  because  of  the  high 
price  of  rice  from  that  country. 

Imports  of  broken  rice  increased  to  19,785  tons  in  1956  from  12,540 
tons  in  1955.  Approximately  4-3  percent  were  from  the  United  States,  the 
principal  supplier,  and  40  percent  came  from  Burma.  Of  the  8,590  metric 
tons  of  broken  rice  imports  from  the  United  States,  about  75  percent  was 
re-exported  after  being  processed  by  industries  producing  starch  or  related 
products. 

GEEMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF:    Rice  imports,  by  country  of  origin, 
and  by  classification,  1955  and  1956 


:    Unpolished  1/    '•       Polished         •  Broken  rice  2/ 

Country  of  origin  • 

^  ^     :    1955    :    1956    :    1955    ;    1956    ;    1955    ;  1956 

 •  •  •  •  •  •  


Metric  tons 


.  37,221: 

408; 

:  75 

:  1,242 

t  653 

18,796: 

0' 

0 

:  0. 

1  0 

.  5,129: 

198 

:  0: 

:  6,236" 

7,970 

:  10,457: 

61 

:  0' 

!  0: 

0 

0: 

6,133- 

.  6,211 

:  573 

:  1,167 

Belgium-Luxembourg 

0 

!  0: 

651 

0 

:  406 

!  539 

8,888: 
•  5,8U: 

0! 

0: 

!  0: 

0 

110- 

:  0: 

!  712: 

208 

.  4,421: 

481' 

:  0: 

:  577: 

565 

:  0: 

0; 

0: 

!  2,422: 

.  8,590 

Other  countries  . . , 

158: 

313: 

200- 

30" 

:  372" 

93 

'  91,039: 

7,656: 

6,316: 

:  12,540: 

19,785 

1/  Semi -milled.    2/  Polished  and  unpolished. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Rice  re-exports  of  Western  Germany,  traditionally  small,  dropped  from 
3,500  metric  tons  in  1955  to  1,900  tons  in  1956.    The  bulk  of  these  shipments 
consisted  of  processed  rice  being  re-exported  to  neighboring  European  countries. 

Consumption  of  rice  as  food  increased  from  76,000  metric  tons  in 
1954-55  (July-June)  to  approximately  87,000  tons  in  1955-56,  according  to 
official  figures.    This  gain  was  due  to  a  slightly  higher  rate  of  per 
capita  consumption  and  an  increase  in  population. 
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GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF:    Rice  (milled)  supply  and  distribution,  ' 

July-June,  1953-54  to  1955-56 


Item 


•  1953-54    ■•  1954-55     1955-56  1/ 

o  •  ■ 

»   •  •  

:   -  1,000  metric  tons   - 


Carry-over  stocks,  July  1   :  31 

Imports   •  56 

Total  supply  :  B7 

Food  consumption     :  50 

Feed   : 

Transportation  and  marketing  loss   :  1 

Exports   :  2 

Ending  stocks,  June  30   :  24 

Total  distribution  : 


100 


120 


1/  Preliminary. 

Source:    Federal  Ministry  of  Food,  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  milled  rice  is  officially  estimated  at  3-5 
pounds  in  1955-56  as  compared  with  3.3  pounds  in  1954-55.    Although  this  is 
the  highest  since  World  War  II,  it  is  low  as  compared  with  the  prewar  level 
of  5.5  pounds. 

Prior  to  J\aly  1955,  almost  all  rice  imported  into  the  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany  was  used  for  food.    Since  then,  however,  relatively  small  amounts 
have  been  used  for  livestock  feed. 

GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF:    Cargo  rice,  c.i.f.  Hamburg  import 
price  quotations  l/,  October  1956-March  1957 


Year  and 

Italian 

■  Argentine 

•  Spanish 

•    Thailand  ' 

'  Surinam 

month  ' 

( short-grain) 

'  (mediim-grain) 

' ( short-grain) ' 

( long-grain) 

' ( long-grain 

October 

:  5.74 

:         4.97  ! 

i  6.89 

November 

!  5.84 

:  5.07 

December  ' 

!  5.94 

5.56 

\  6.66 

1957 

January 

:         6.03  : 

:  5.40 

;  6.48 

February 

:  6.08 

:  5.44 

6.51  ! 

March 

:         5.99  : 

!  5.39 

!       6.40  ! 

1/  c.i.f.  North  Sea  ports,  weight  and  quality  as  unloaded. 
Compiled  from  official  trade  sources. 


-  4  - 


Rice  prices  in  Western  Germany  generally  reflect  the  trend  of  prices 
asked  by  foreign  exporters,  since  there  are  no  price-fixing  arrangements 
by  the  Government  vdth  respect  to  rice  such  as  there  are  for  other  grains. 
While  import  price  quotations  for  some  varieties  rose  in  1956,  as  in  the 
case  of  Italian  rice,  wholesale  prices  remained  fairly  stable  during  the 
year.    Importers  purchased  the  types  desired  at  the  most  favorable  prices, 
and  the  mills,  well  supplied  with  unmilled  and  milled  stocks,  kept  prices 
relatively  low. 


GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OP:    Average  wholesale  rice  prices,  ex-mill, 
at  Hamburg,  by  month,  January  1956-February  1957 


Year  and 
month 

Round- 
j  grain  1/ 

:      Long  -grain  2/ 

neQiuui 

'       Broken  grain 

•  First 

'  Second 

;  t2liur  I/— tULIi 

:  First 

•  Second 

•  quality 

'  quality 

•  quality 

'•  quality 

2r  100  pound; 

12^6 

11.56 

!  10.48 

:  4.86 

January 

7.29  ! 

:  5.94 

February  ' 

!      7.24.  ' 

I  11.56 

:  10.48 

:  5.83 

:  4.64 

March 

:  6.53 

:  10.75 

:      10.31  ! 

6.13 

5  4.75 

'  4.54 

April 

!     6.40  ' 

:  10.91 

:      10.48  • 

6.05 

:  4.64 

:  4.43 

May 

:  6.48 

:  11.02 

:  10.58 

!  6.10 

s  4.70 

:  4.48 

June 

:  6.51 

:  10,99 

.      10.56  ! 

6.10 

5  4.91 

:  4.72 

July 

:      6.70  - 

:  11.07 

:      10.58  • 

:  6.26 

:  5.13 

:  4.91 

August 

:      6.91  ' 

:  11.12 

:      10.61  : 

5.21 

:  5.00 

September  ' 

!      6.88  : 

11.02  • 

:      10.45  ! 

5.02 

:  4.86 

October  ! 

•      6.67  ! 

10.85  ! 

.     10.31  ; 

5.00 

4.83 

November 

.     6.97  ! 

11.02  ! 

10.48  ! 

5.02 

:  4.86 

December 

.      6.72  ! 

11.02  • 

10.75  ! 

6.26  i 

:       5.26  • 

5.10 

January  : 

.     6.56  i 

11.10  : 

.      10.85  ! 

6.16  : 

5.35  : 

5.18 

February  i 

6.45  ! 

10.96  : 

10.75  : 

6.10  : 

5.43  : 

5.26 

l/  Italy,  Egypt,  and  Spain.    2/  Surinam,  Thailand.    2/  Burma. 


Source:    American  Consul  General,  Hamburg. 

Retail  prices  of  rice  in  1956  were  lower  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
Since  September  1955,  however,  prices  have  been  relatively  stable,  averaging 
around  10.8  cents  per  pound.    During  an  advertising  campaign  in  the  sunmer 
of  1956,  consumers  in  some  places  could  buy  1^  kilogram  of  rice  for  DM  1.00 
(7.2  cents  per  pound). 
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GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF:    Rice  prices,  by  month, 
January  19 5 5 -February  1957 


Italian  ( short-grain)  J 

Argentine  (medium-grain) 

As  of  mid-  : 

Import  price  1/ 

Wholesale 

Import  price  1/' 

wholesale 

Average 

c.i.f.  Hamburg  " 

ex— mill 

c.i.f.  Hamburg  ' 

ex— mill 

•  retail 

(cargo  rice) 

Hambiirg  ' 

( cargo  rice) 

Hamburg 

•  price  2/ 

L/o±j.ars  < 

Gents 

per  ±uu  ±Ds.  « 

per  ±uu  XDS. • 

per  J-Uu  ±us.  < 

.  per  lb. 

1955  : 

:  U.9 

January  : 

7  '53  -  7  99; 

February 

/  .           —    O  .  X3  " 

13,8 

March  : 

/D 

n  1 1       n  A*?  1 

l.jLr    "     1  .O  1  > 

J .  Uo 

:  13.2 

April  : 

4.0-L  < 

13.0 

May  : 

5.^4-0 

A  CO      A  fin- 

4. 5*^ 

.  12.5 

June  : 

A  9A       A  "70  < 

/  cn  ' 

12.0 

July  ! 

A  7n  —  7  1 ? • 

y  7  7 

11.6 

August  ! 

p.  j?o 

A  /A  „  A  '^Q- 

>              4,  P4 

:  11.3 

September  i 

K   OA  < 

A  c;"?      A  7n< 

4.  ?o 

:  11.1 

October  ; 

7  n9 

:  11.0 

November 

/  on 
4. 

:  10.8 

December  ! 

1           5.4^  ! 

/.Its  —  /.po 

>  nA 

P  .UD 

:  10.8 

1956 

January 

7  9Q 

«          p . 

!  10.9 

February 

7  9/ 

:  10.9 

March 

:  10.8 

April 

5  5.4-? 

>  A  y  n 

:  10.9 

May 

:  5.5^ 

;  0.40 

!  4.04 

:  10.8 

June 

'  5.59 

!  4.90 

:  10.8 

July 

!  5.5d 

!   D.  /U 

\          4.  /4 

:  10.7 

August 

:  5.56 

:  6.91 

:  4.74 

:  8.21 

:  10.7 

September 

I                 5.  DO 

:  4.91 

:         c5 .4^ 

10.7 

October 

:  5.74 

:  6.67 

:  4.97 

:  8.42 

:  10.8 

November 

:  5.84 

:  6.97 

:  5.07 

:  8.42 

10.8 

December 

:  5.9ii 

:  6.72 

i  5.56 

:         8.21  : 

:  11.0 

1957 

January 

:  6.03 

6.56 

i  8.15 

:  11.1 

February 

:  6.08 

:  6.45 

!  8.05 

1/  c.i.f.  North  Sea  ports,  weight  smd  quality  as  unloaded. 
2/  l^Jhole  rice,  non-glazed. 


Compiled  from  official  trade  sources. 

Certain  groups  within  the  German  rice  trade  have  requested  the  Government 
to  waive  the  currently  enforced  import  duty  of  15  percent  ad  valorem  on  milled 
rice.    They  maintain  that  this  would  result  in  larger  imports  of  good-quality 
milled  rice.    The  increased  imports  would  then  force  the  domestic  mills  to 
improve  their  product,  thereby  providing  a  means  to  increase  consumption. 

West  German  consumers  seem  to  prefer  round,  short-grain  types  of  rice 
because  of  the  cheaper  prices. 


1^      irr^DITI/^KI    APDir^lllTIIDC    PID/^III  AD 

li^HteO  STATES   DEPARTMENT    OF  AG-f^J  CU  LT  U^?  E 

Vm- 

FOREIGN    AGRIOUJUTURAL  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON.  D  C 

FR  6-57 

GREECE  PLANTING  LARGER  RICE  ACREAGE 

Rice  acreage  in  Greece  in  1957  is  expected  to  increase  25  percent 
over  that  of  1956,  according  to  official  sources.    The  prospective  acreage 
therefore  is  36,000  acres  as  compared  with  29,000  acres  last  year.  The 
principal  reason  for  the  gain  is  the  satisfactory  prices  received  by  growers 
for  the  short  crop  of  1956, 

Despite  this  increase,  the  area  in  rice  this  season  will  be  substantial- 
ly below  the  average  of  48,000  acres  during  the  1951-55  period.    The  current 
crop  probably  will  not  be  sufficient  for  domestic  requirements,  if  rice 
consumption  is  maintained  at  a  normal  rate. 

Rice  production  in  Greece  dropped  sharply  following  the  peak  harvest 
of  1954-,  declining  50  percent  within  2  years.    This  marked  decline  ap- 
parently was  due  to  unfavorable  prices  received  for  rice  and  more  profitable 
returns  for  alternative  crops,  such  as  cotton  and  hybrid  seed  corn. 


GREECE:    Rice  acreage,  production,  and  trade,  average  1935-39, 

annual  194S-56 


'    Yield  ' 

Production  > 

Imports 

:    2/  : 

Exports 

:  2/ 

Year  : 

Acreage  : 

per  ! 
'    acre  ! 

'    Rough  ' 

[Milled  1/; 

.    1,000  J 

Million  ! 

:  Million  3 

Million  : 

:  Million 

acres  ! 

Pounds  ; 

:  pounds 

:  pounds  j 

,  pounds  ; 

:  pounds 

Average :  \ 

1935-39  ! 

!         5  • 

:     1,840  ! 

l        9.2  ' 

i            6  ! 

i       64  i 

19^  ! 

!            9  i 

:      2,200  ! 
:      2,463  ' 

J  19.8 

!         13  1 

t      47  ; 

V^IS  ' 

!       19  • 

!       46.8  ! 

!        30  ! 

t       34  ! 

1950  I 

!  24 

!      2,938  ' 

:  70.5 

:       46  ! 

:       50  ! 

1951 

!        48  ! 

i     2,573  " 

i     123.5  ' 

:       80  ! 

:       10  ! 

I  2 

1952 

!       53  " 

!  3,119 

!     165.3  " 

!         107  5 

t            2  ! 

!  46 

1953 

:       43  . 

!     3,367  • 

!  LU.8 

:        94  s 

t           9  ! 

'  1/ 

1954 

i       53  ' 

!     3,570  - 

t     189.2  ' 

:       123  ! 

!            7  ! 

5 

1955 

i      44  ! 

!     3,068  ! 

135.0  ! 

!        88  i 

1       11  J 

2 

1956 

I       29  ' 

!     3,293  • 

!  95,5 

:        62  ! 

1/  Converted  at  65  percent  of  rough  rice.  2/  Trade  of  the  calendar  year 
follovring  September  harvest.    2/  ^ss  than  500,000  pounds. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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To  help  provide  for  an  annual  milled  rice  consumption  of  around  100 
million  pounds,  it  became  necessary  in  1956  to  use  supplies  from  domestic 
reserves  and  to  import  rice  from  foreign  countries.    Reserve  stocks  of  milled 
rice  decreased  from  97  million  potmds  on  January  1,  1955,  to  61  million 
pounds  on  January  1,  1957. 

Rice  imports,  mean^ile,  totaled  7  million  pounds  furing  1955  and  11 
million  during  1956.    Per  capita  consumption  of  rice  was  reduced  to  some 
extent  by  cons\jmers  resorting  to  an  ample  supply  of  substitute  foods, 

GREECE:    Rice  (milled)  supply  and  distribution,  1955  and  1956 


Item 


Supply: 

Carry-over  stocks 
January  1  . . .  • 

Production   

Imports  

Total  supply  . . 


1955  •  1956 

— ^Million— 
pounds 


97 
88 
7 


192 


8^ 
62 
11 


157 


Item 


Distribution: 

Consumption   

Exports   

Carry-over  stocks, 
December  31  . « . . 
Total  distribution 


1955  ' 

i 

i 

•  1956 

— Million- 

pounds 

103  ' 

!  9^ 

5  ! 

!  2 

\  61 

192  ! 

!  157 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Rice  imports  in  1956  were  the  largest  since  1951.    Imports  of  11,003,000 
pounds  were  from  the  United  States,  Italy,  Netherlands,  and  Thailand.  No 
single  country  appeared  to  dominate  the  market.    (See  table  on  page  3.) 

In  January  and  February  1957,  about  13,200,000  pounds  of  rice  were 
imported  into  Greece  as  a  result  of  two  separate  auctions  which  were  held 
late  in  1956.    Both  contracts  were  awarded  to  an  Egyptian  firm  which  submitted 
the  following  bids: 

(1)  Auction  held  November  11.  1956:    6,600,000  pounds  Egyptian  rice 
in  new  jute  bags  of  100  kilograms,  at  |131.37  per  metric  ton, 
f.o.b.  (15.96  per  100  pounds). 

(2)  Auction  held  December  27.  1956:  6,600,000  pounds  Egyptian,  glazed 
rice  No.  2,  1956  crop,  6-percent  broken,  lU  percent  moisture, 
0.25  percent  foreign  matter  and  raw  grains,  0.50  percent  yellow 
grains,  1  percent  red  grains,  and  1  percent  green  and  chalk  colored, 
in  new  bags  of  100  kilograms  gross,  at  $135.58  per  metric  ton, 
c.i.f.  (16.15  per  100  pounds). 


In  view  of  the  increased  demand  for  rice  seed,  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture imported  from  Italy  about  450,000  pounds  of  the  "Americano"  and 
"Bersani",  two  varieties  already  established  and  favorably  adapted.    A  new 
Italian  variety,  the  "Balilla",  has  been  introduced  in  very  small  amounts 
for  experimental  purposes.    This  was  imported  in  addition  to  the  4-60,000 
pounds  of  seed  made  available  by  the  Ministry  through  its  seed-producing 

(continued  on  page  4) 
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centers.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  also  has  imported  22,000  pounds  of  the 
"Americano"  variety  (Elite  grade)  for  propagation  for  the  1958  crop. 

Local  seed  is  sold  to  the  fanner  at  6.6  cents  per  pound,  while  that 
imported  from  Itsily  is  sold  at  10.1  cents  per  pound. 

Rice  exports  from  Greece  decreased  markedly  following  the  decline  in 
domestic  production.  Peak  exports  of  1953  amounted  to  4^6,000,000  pounds. 
In  1955,  about  4-, 800, 000  pounds  were  exported,  and  in  1956  only  1,757,000 
pounds  of  the  good  varieties  were  available  for  export  to  Austria  under  a 
bilateral  trade  agreement. 


GREECE:    Rice  exports  by  country  of  destination,  annual  1952-56 


Country  of  destination 

• 

;    1952  ' 

:  1953  ; 

;  1954 

;  1955 

\  1956  1/ 

:  1,000 

:  1,000  J 

:  1,000 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  Dounds 

!  rounds  ' 

Dounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

Malta   

331 

'  0 

'  0 

•  0 

'  0 

'       738  ' 

=  66 

•  741 

•  1,528 

.*  132 

'    5,233  ' 

'  0 

•  2,299 

'  227 

0 

=    1,193  ' 

'  0 

•  0 

'  0 

'  U,U09 

:  0 

i  0 

5  0 

0 

'    5,263  • 

:  0 

0  ' 

:  0 

.'           0  ' 

•    6,^72  : 

:  11 

I  0 

:  0 

0 

•       ^03  • 

!  0 

!               0  ' 

0 

0  ' 

'    2,194  ' 

'  0 

•          0  : 

:  0 

:    1,753  ! 

:          0  • 

:    1,731  : 

0 

:  10,524.  ! 

!              0  ' 

:          0  J 

0 

:    3,521  ! 

U3  ! 

!          0  : 

0 

2,992  ! 

!              0  ! 

!          0  : 

0 

:    1,291  : 

:       188  : 

42  : 

2 

!  45,986  : 

408  i 

.    4,813  : 

1,757 

i/  Preliminary, 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Prices  to  producers  on  March  1,  1957,  ranged  from  8  to  9  cents  per 
pound  for  the  "Americano"  variety  and  from  9  to  10  cents  per  pound  for  the 
"Bersani"  variety.    Comparable  prices  a  year  earlier  were  approximately 
7,4  to  7.9  cents  and  12.4  to  13  cents  per  pound,  respectively.    About  90  to 
95  percent  of  the  rice  acreage  in  Greece  is  devoted  to  the  production  of 
the  "Americano"  rice.    Prices  being  paid  for  that  variety  therefore  reflect 
the  general  trend  of  prices  prevailing  on  the  Greek  rice  market. 

Wholesale  prices  of  milled  rice  on  the  Athens  market  during  1956  showed 
little  change  from  the  preceding  year.    Some  seasonal  fluctuation  in  prices 
reflected  temporary  shortages  of  stocks  in  the  hands  of  merchants. 
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GREECE:    Rice  vdiolesale  prices  on  Athens  market,  by  months,  1956 


Domestic  rice  :  Impoirbed  rice  

Americano  *    Bersani    *    Thailand  *      India      *  Netherlands 

•  •  •  • 


Dollars  per  100  pounds 


Jemuary 

!  8.27 

5  11.93 

\  12.99 

5 

5 

February  . . . . ; 

8.27 

:       12.05  ! 

;       12  99 

March  j 

8.50 

\       12.05  ! 

1  12.99 

April  J 

:  8.50 

:       12.28  ! 

:       12.99  ! 

May  ! 

:  8.97 

;       12.75  ! 

:       12.99  ' 

!      13.34  i 

June  : 

10.16 

r       12.99  ! 

:       12.99  ' 

5  13.34 

:  12.99 

July  ! 

:       10.16  ! 

12.99  ! 

12.99  ! 

:       13.34  i 

:  13.82 

August  : 

9.57  . 

:       12.40  ! 

:       12.75  ! 

:       12.75  i 

:  12.75 

September  , . . ! 

!        9.80  . 

:       12.28  ! 

!       12.99  ! 

I       10.98  ! 

:  12.99 

October  : 

1  8.86 

:       11.57  ! 

!  13.23 

I          11.81  ! 

!  13.70 

November  , , . . : 

:       10.04  ! 

!       12.28  : 

14.17 

December  . . , . ; 

!        9.92  : 

12.40  J 

:  12.99 

Source;    Market  Police  Bulletin. 


